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Revolutlonary Iran ls reactlng with remarxabl
calm to the news of the Shah’s passing. Conspicuous}
absent is the immediate rejoicing similar to that whlch(
followed the news in Janua.ry 1979 that ;the Shah had
le!tthecountry. i e ;
..... Headlines had announced' “Shah gone ’ > and people
'had run wild through the streets, jumping, singing, and
‘raising victory sigps. Said one shopkeeper. in Tehran,
commenting on the low-key reaction to the Shah’s J uly
.27 passing: “People have nothmg m
‘about.” e
ThenewsottheShah sdemisemEgyptcameasthe
Iranian parliament was considering the appointment
of the country’s first prime minister under the Consti-
tution. He bad been appomted by Pres:dent Abolhassan
‘Bani-Sadr, who sent a letter to the parhament July 26,
asking for the approval of .the h f
ment of Mostafa Mir-Salim. .
However the Shah’s death and the emergence of a-
new government in Iran introduced two new factors on,
the political scene: t.hal: could hav some beanng on
International affairs.: : <7
It ' may not h_ave any unmedxate beanng on the 15§ue
ol the hostages, ‘but President Bani-Sadr may attempt to]
'usethe Shab’s death and the new. blood i in the government
as.levers to have the hostages freed’ from the grlp of the
militdnt students holding them: - :
.=, The militants themselves have refused to comment n'g-
mediately on-the Shah’s passing but it is probable they,
-will put it down as another plot of the Central Intelligence
-Agency. The students.have previously: (when the Shah
was still in-Panama)- sa.ld that. the. CIA .would try to klll
him to prevent him from being ¢ extradited to Iran for trial.,
g They have told. ‘reporters that the Shah’s. trial in Iran
would reveal .too much about US interference in Iraman
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23 But there is a-glimmer of hope that all the Iraman ead-
.ers_are ‘not. thmkmg ‘dlike-with; the student’ militants.
Shortly after. the -aborted mlhtary coup- attempt in, Iran
‘July 10, Islamic Judge Ayatollah Sadeq Khalkhali said in
tbelraman parhament that the end-of the holy month of
B.amadan may be a good time to release “‘our prisoners.”’

Xy Ayatollah Khalkhali was.not talking- about a general
amnesty It was clear he was referring. to the American
_hostages. He 1ssued a»vexled warning . to parhament .of
.whichheisa member. that though the US rescue attempt
.had failed in Apnl and, the coup plot had been foiled 2-1/2
months laterdlns dnd not mean tha all luture attempts
‘would also fail. :
+The import ot tbe message

Islamic Republic are in. The period of rejoicing at the end
otRamadan should be made use of to getrid of them ;5
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‘taken up in parliament after Mir-Salim (or whoever else)

'the UShostages.- . P

bluntness that the holding of the hostages had swung inter-
‘national ‘opinion against Iran and that it was.not in the
‘best interests of the nation to continue to hold them. Admi-
-ral Madani unfortunately isnot a member of parliament.

;-the house."

'cally strengthened the hand of a nearly powerless Presi-

o - All this is what the Shah passxng has chanoed 'l'he

ofa compromxse. wlth hxs rlva_ls

gt :
tages 'needlessly - he)ghtens the,. dangers Iran and the
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»ga,'rhe idea. could well have come from Bani-Sadc him 1
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and--planted - in the . parliament. . through Ayatollah
Khalkhali, who is currently on friendly terms with the
President. Regardless, one. of the -first-questions to be

has obtained a vote of confidence tor lus Cahmet wm be
" Apother: leader who has ralsed lns voxce strongly in
favor of the release of the hostages is Rear Adm. Amad
Madani, the former Navy chlef and runner-up in the presx-
dentxal raceinJanuary. .. .
. Admiral Madani said recently w1th typxcal mxhtary

He quit in' a huff when hlS edenh

ere questxoned in

Momtor staif corresondent Ned 'I‘emko  rep
~ The passmg of the Shah of Iran in Egypt has theoretl-

dent Albohassan Bani- Sadr to redeem lus wish to l'ree the
52Amencanhostages R -

.With the Muslim. militants, who hold the hostages cap—
t1ve, thwarted in their attempts to brmg the former mon-
arch to trial, Pres'dent Bani Sadr and other Iranian_au-
thontles ‘are free to concentrate on. the' captors other
demands : e i

-.One of these sxgmhcantly, ‘was rexterated only hours
after the Shah’s passing by the pro-Bani-Sadr chief of
Iran’s central bank — that the wealth the rronarch took
w1thl'um into exile be returned:’

In Washington the Carter admxmstratlon can now fo-
cus on what, besides the Shah’s presence before a hang-
Jman’s jury, it could offer Iranin swapfor the hostages. -
Among the obvious ‘possibilities: money, and/or some
form of acknowledgement f past Us “mterference" in
Iraman affairs. -

problem is what the Shah’s death has not changed. -
::President Carter, partlcularly in'aUs electxon year
may be loath to offer the kind of concessxons mstrumental
 Iranian hostage release. .
President Bam Sadr meanwhxle,
only in; name

rerains- Presxdent .

y a’p :
that the Shah s passmo ‘would have no considerable eifect
‘on, the hostage impasse seemed to reflect Mr. Bani-Sadr’s,
own realization that he rémains in no posxtxon to force the
hand of hlS powerful fundamentahst nvals g

neverbemthatposmm - B

- Yet latest mdxcatxons trom Tehran. - where,he has
nommated Mostafa Mir-Salim, a member of. the funda-
mentahst Islamic Repubhcan Party . as’ premler — are |
that the President is now concentratxng on the possxblhty

an s
s To be workable. given Ayatollah Khomeini’s recent
public hoosts for the hard-liners, the deal would probably
have. to give the IRP an all but undxs uted upper hand mb
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